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If they cultivated it, it would yield as well as that
of France. So much for the cultivation of the land,
which is the occupation and employment of the Hu-
ron women; that of the men is fishing, hunting, trad-
ing with the French and other neighboring tribes,
such as the tobacco nation, the Neutral nation, that
of the Sault, that of the ‘‘ raised hair,”’” that of the
‘“ stinking people,” etc.” They are robust, and all
[171] are much taller than the French. Their only
covering is a beaver skin, which they wear upon
their shoulders in the form of a mantle; shoes and
leggings in winter, a tobacco pouch behind the
back, a pipe in the hand; around their necks and
arms bead necklaces and bracelets of porcelain; they
also suspend these from their ears, and around their
locks of hair. They grease their hair and faces;
they also streak their faces with black and red paint.
Their recreations are the games of straw, of dish,
and of crosse, in which they will lose to the value of
two or three hundred écus.

The nature of the Savage is patient, liberal, hos-
pitable; but importunate, visionary, childish, thiev-
ish, lying, deceitful, licentious, proud, lazy; they
have among them many fools, or rather lunatics and
insane people. Their language is a regular one, as
much as it can be, full of constructions like the Greek;
differing from the latter in that the changes of mode
and person come at the beginning, the terminations
being nearly always the same; an accent changes the
meaning of a word. It is not as barbarous as is im-
agined; the nouns are conjugated as well as the
verbs; as to syntax, I cannot see that it is very differ-
ent from that of the French language, especially as
they do not know what case is; they have little par-



